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(A) Single-family wood-frame or steel-frame dwellings to be built on parcels of
land for which geologic reports have been approved pursuant to
paragraph (1).

(B) A single-family wood-frame or steel-frame dwelling not exceeding two
stories when that dwelling is not part of a development of four or more
dwellings.

(b) For the purposes of this chapter, a mobilehome whose body width exceeds
eight feet shall be considered to be a single-family wood-frame dwelling not
exceeding two stories.

2621.7. This chapter, except Section 2621.9, shall not apply to any of the following:
(a) The conversion of an existing apartment complex into a condominium.

(b) Any development or structure in existence prior to May 4, 1975, except for an
alteration or addition to a structure that exceeds the value limit specified in
subdivision (c).

(c) An alteration or addition to any structure if the value of the alteration or addition
does not exceed 50 percent of the value of the structure.

(d) (1) Any structure located within the jurisdiction of the City of Berkeley or the City
of Oakland which was damaged by fire between October 20, 1991, and
October 23, 1991, if granted an exemption pursuant to this subdivision.

(2) The city may apply to the State Geologist for an exemption and the State
Geologist shall grant the exemption only if the structure located within the
earthquake fault zone is not situated upon a trace of an active fault line, as
delineated in an official earthquake fault zone map or in more recent geologic
data, as determined by the State Geologist.

(3) When requesting an exemption, the city shall submit to the State Geologist all
of the following information:

(A) Maps noting the parcel numbers of proposed building sites that are at least
50 feet from an identified fault and a statement that there is not any more
recent information to indicate a geologic hazard.

(B) Identification of any sites within 50 feet of an identified fault.

(C) Proof that the property owner has been notified that the granting of an
exemption is not any guarantee that a geologic hazard does not exist.

(4) The granting of an exemption does not relieve a seller of real property or an
agent for the seller of the obligation to disclose to a prospective purchaser that
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the property is located within a delineated earthquake fault zone, as required
by Section 2621.9.

(e) (1) Alterations which include seismic retrofitting, as defined in Section 8894.2 of
the Government Code, to any of the following listed types of buildings in
existence prior to May 4, 1975:

(A) Unreinforced masonry buildings, as described in subdivision (a) of Section
8875 of the Government Code.

(B) Concrete tilt-up buildings, as described in Section 8893 of the Government
Code.

(C) Reinforced concrete moment resisting frame buildings as described in
Applied Technology Council Report 21 (FEMA Report 154).

(2) The exemption granted by paragraph (1) shall not apply unless a city or
county acts in accordance with all of the following:

(A) The building permit issued by the city or county for the alterations
authorizes no greater human occupancy load, regardless of proposed use,
than that authorized for the existing use permitted at the time the city or
county grants the exemption. This may be accomplished by the city or
county making a human occupancy load determination that is based on,
and no greater than, the existing authorized use, and including that
determination on the building permit application as well as a statement
substantially as follows: “Under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2) of
subdivision (e) of Section 2621.7 of the Public Resources Code, the
occupancy load is limited to the occupancy load for the last lawful use
authorized or existing prior to the issuance of this building permit, as
determined by the city or county.”

(B) The city or county requires seismic retrofitting, as defined in Section
8894.2 of the Government Code, which is necessary to strengthen the
entire structure and provide increased resistance to ground shaking from
earthquakes.

(C) Exemptions granted pursuant to paragraph (1) are reported in writing to
the State Geologist within 30 days of the building permit issuance date.

(3) Any structure with human occupancy restrictions under subparagraph (A) of
paragraph (2) shall not be granted a new building permit that allows an
increase in human occupancy unless a geologic report, prepared pursuant to
subdivision (d) of Section 3603 of Title 14 of the California Code of
Regulations in effect on January 1, 1994, demonstrates that the structure is
not on the trace of an active fault, or the requirement of a geologic report has
been waived pursuant to Section 2623.
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(4) A qualified historical building within an earthquake fault zone that is exempt
pursuant to this subdivision may be repaired or seismically retrofitted using the
State Historical Building Code, except that, notwithstanding any provision of
that building code and its implementing regulations, paragraph (2) shall apply.

2621.8. Notwithstanding Section 818.2 of the Government Code, a city or county which
knowingly issues a permit that grants an exemption pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section
2621.7 that does not adhere to the requirements of paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) of
Section 2621.7, may be liable for earthquake-related injuries or deaths caused by failure
to so adhere.

2621.9. (a) A person who is acting as an agent for a transferor of real property that is
located within a delineated earthquake fault zone, or the transferor, if he or she is
acting without an agent, shall disclose to any prospective transferee the fact that
the property is located within a delineated earthquake fault zone.

(b) Disclosure is required pursuant to this section only when one of the following
conditions is met:

(1) The transferor, or the transferor's agent, has actual knowledge that the
property is within a delineated earthquake fault zone.

(2) A map that includes the property has been provided to the city or county
pursuant to Section 2622, and a notice has been posted at the offices of the
county recorder, county assessor, and county planning agency that identifies
the location of the map and any information regarding changes to the map
received by the county.

(c) In all transactions that are subject to Section 1103 of the Civil Code, the
disclosure required by subdivision (a) of this section shall be provided by either of
the following means:

(1) The Local Option Real Estate Transfer Disclosure Statement as provided in
Section 1102.6a of the Civil Code.

(2) The Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement as provided in Section 1103.2 of
the Civil Code.

(d) If the map or accompanying information is not of sufficient accuracy or scale
that a reasonable person can determine if the subject real property is included in
a delineated earthquake fault hazard zone, the agent shall mark "Yes" on the
Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement. The agent may mark "No" on the Natural
Hazard Disclosure Statement if he or she attaches a report prepared pursuant to
subdivision (c) of Section 1103.4 of the Civil Code that verifies the property is not
in the hazard zone. Nothing in this subdivision is intended to limit or abridge any
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2622.

existing duty of the transferor or the transferor's agents to exercise reasonable
care in making a determination under this subdivision.

(e) For purposes of the disclosures required by this section, the following persons
shall not be deemed agents of the transferor:

(1) Persons specified in Section 1103.11 of the Civil Code.

(2) Persons acting under a power of sale regulated by Section 2924 of the Civil
Code.

(f) For purposes of this section, Section 1103.13 of the Civil Code shall apply.

(g9) The specification of items for disclosure in this section does not limit or abridge
any obligation for disclosure created by any other provision of law or that may
exist in order to avoid fraud, misrepresentation, or deceit in the transfer
transaction.

(&) In order to assist cities and counties in their planning, zoning, and building-
regulation functions, the State Geologist shall delineate, by December 31, 1973,
appropriately wide earthquake fault zones to encompass all potentially and
recently active traces of the San Andreas, Calaveras, Hayward, and San Jacinto
Faults, and such other faults, or segments thereof, as the State Geologist
determines to be sufficiently active and well-defined as to constitute a potential
hazard to structures from surface faulting or fault creep. The earthquake fault
zones shall ordinarily be one-quarter mile or less in width, except in circumstances
which may require the State Geologist to designate a wider zone.

(b) Pursuant to this section, the State Geologist shall compile maps delineating the

earthquake fault zones and shall submit the maps to all affected cities, counties,
and state agencies, not later than December 31, 1973, for review and comment.
Concerned jurisdictions and agencies shall submit all comments to the State
Mining and Geology Board for review and consideration within 90 days. Within 90
days of such review, the State Geologist shall provide copies of the official maps to
concerned state agencies and to each city or county having jurisdiction over lands
lying within any such zone.

(c) The State Geologist shall continually review new geologic and seismic data and

shall revise the earthquake fault zones or delineate additional earthquake fault
zones when warranted by new information. The State Geologist shall submit all
revised maps and additional maps to all affected cities, counties, and state
agencies for their review and comment. Concerned jurisdictions and agencies
shall submit all comments to the State Mining and Geology Board for review and
consideration within 90 days. Within 90 days of that review, the State Geologist
shall provide copies of the revised and additional official maps to concerned state
agencies and to each city or county having jurisdiction over lands lying within the
earthquake fault zone.
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(d) In order to ensure that sellers of real property and their agents are adequately
informed, any county that receives an official map pursuant to this section shall
post a notice within five days of receipt of the map at the offices of the county
recorder, county assessor, and county planning commission, identifying the
location of the map and the effective date of the notice.

2623. (a) The approval of a project by a city or county shall be in accordance with policies
and criteria established by the State Mining and Geology Board and the findings of
the State Geologist. In the development of such policies and criteria, the State
Mining and Geology Board shall seek the comment and advice of affected cities,
counties, and state agencies. Cities and counties shall require, prior to the
approval of a project, a geologic report defining and delineating any hazard of
surface fault rupture. If the city or county finds that no undue hazard of that kind
exists, the geologic report on the hazard may be waived, with the approval of the
State Geologist.

(b) After a report has been approved or a waiver granted, subsequent geologic
reports shall not be required, provided that new geologic data warranting further
investigations is not recorded.

(c) The preparation of geologic reports that are required pursuant to this section for
multiple projects may be undertaken by a geologic hazard abatement district.

2624. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, cities and counties may do any of the
following:

(1) Establish policies and criteria which are stricter than those established by
this chapter.

(2) Impose and collect fees in addition to those required under this chapter.
(3) Determine not to grant exemptions authorized under this chapter.

2625. (a) Each applicant for approval of a project may be charged a reasonable fee by the
city or county having jurisdiction over the project.

(b) Such fees shall be set in an amount sufficient to meet, but not to exceed, the
costs to the city or county of administering and complying with the provisions of
this chapter.

(c) The geologic report required by Section 2623 shall be in sufficient detail to meet
the criteria and policies established by the State Mining and Geology Board for
individual parcels of land.

2630. In carrying out the provisions of this chapter, the State Geologist and the board shall
be advised by the Seismic Safety Commission.
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SIGNED INTO LAW DECEMBER 22, 1972; AMENDED SEPTEMBER 16, 1974, MAY 4,
1975, SEPTEMBER 28, 1975, SEPTEMBER 22, 1976, SEPTEMBER 27, 1979,
SEPTEMBER 21, 1990, JULY 29, 1991, AUGUST 16, 1992, JULY 25, 1993, OCTOBER
7,1993, AND OCTOBER 7, 1997.
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APPENDIX B: POLICIES AND CRITERIA OF THE STATE
MINING AND GEOLOGY BOARD

With Reference to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act

Disclaimer: The excerpted text from the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 2 is for
informational purposes only and may not the most current version of the regulations. For the most
current version of the regulations, please refer to the online version of the California Code of
Regulations:

https://govt.westlaw.com/SiteList

3600. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this subchapter to set forth the policies and criteria of the State
Mining and Geology Board, hereinafter referred to as the “Board,” governing the exercise
of city, county, and state agency responsibilities to prohibit the location of developments
and structures for human occupancy across the trace of active faults in accordance with
the provisions of Public Resources Code Section 2621 et seq. (Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Act). The policies and criteria set forth herein shall be limited to potential
hazards resulting from surface faulting or fault creep within earthquake fault zones
delineated on maps officially issued by the State Geologist.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 2621.5, Public Resources Code. Reference:
Sections 2621-2630, Public Resources Code.

3601. Definitions.
The following definitions as used within the Act and herein shall apply:

(&) An “active fault” is a fault that has had surface displacement within Holocene
time (about the last 11,000 years), hence constituting a potential hazard to
structures that might be located across it.

(b) A “fault trace” is that line formed by the intersection of a fault and the earth’s
surface, and is the representation of a fault as depicted on a map, including maps
of earthquake fault zones.

(c) A “lead agency” is the city or county with the authority to approve projects.

(d) “Earthquake fault zones” are areas delineated by the State Geologist, pursuant
to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (Public Resources Code Section
2621 et seq.) and this subchapter, which encompass the traces of active faults.

(e) A “structure for human occupancy” is any structure used or intended for
supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy, which is expected to have a human
occupancy rate of more than 2,000 person-hours per year.
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(f) “Story” is that portion of a building included between the upper surface of any
floor and the upper surface of the floor next above, except that the topmost story
shall be that portion of a building included between the upper surface of the
topmost floor and the ceiling or roof above. For the purpose of the Act and this
subchapter, the number of stories in a building is equal to the number of distinct
floor levels, provided that any levels that differ from each other by less than two
feet shall be considered as one distinct level.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 2621.5, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections
2621-2630, Public Resources Code.

3602. Review of Preliminary Maps.

(a) Within 45 days from the issuance of proposed new or revised preliminary
earthquake fault zone map(s), cities and counties shall give notice of the Board’s
announcement of a ninety (90) day public comment period to property owners
within the area of the proposed zone. The notice shall be by publication, or other
means reasonably calculated to reach as many of the affected property owners
as feasible. Cities and counties may also give notice to consultants who may
conduct geologic studies in fault zones. The notice shall state that its purpose is
to provide an opportunity for public comment including providing to the Board
geologic information that may have a bearing on the proposed map(s).

(b) The Board shall also give notice by mail to those California Registered
Geologists and California Registered Geophysicists on a list provided by the State
Board of Registration for Geologists and Geophysicists. The notice shall indicate
the affected jurisdictions and state that its purpose is to provide an opportunity to
present written technical comments that may have a bearing on the proposed
zone map(s) to the Board during a 90-day public comment period.

(c) The Board shall receive public comments during the 90-day public comment
period. The Board shall conduct at least one public hearing on the proposed zone
map(s) during the 90-day public comment period.

(d) Following the end of the 90-day public comment period, the Board shall forward
its comments and recommendations with supporting data received to the State
Geologist for consideration prior to the release of official earthquake fault zone
map(s).

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 2621.5, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 2622,
Public Resources Code.

3603. Specific Criteria.

The following specific criteria shall apply within earthquake fault zones and shall be
used by affected lead agencies in complying with the provisions of the Act:

(a) No structure for human occupancy, identified as a project under Section 2621.6
of the Act, shall be permitted to be placed across the trace of an active fault.
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Furthermore, as the area within fifty (50) feet of such active faults shall be
presumed to be underlain by active branches of that fault unless proven otherwise
by an appropriate geologic investigation and report prepared as specified in
Section 3603(d) of this subchapter, no such structures shall be permitted in this
area.

(b) Affected lead agencies, upon receipt of official earthquake fault zones maps,
shall provide for disclosure of delineated earthquake fault zones to the public.
Such disclosure may be by reference in general plans, specific plans, property
maps, or other appropriate local maps.

(c) No change in use or character of occupancy, which results in the conversion of

a building or structure from one not used for human occupancy to one that is so
used, shall be permitted unless the building or structure complies with the
provisions of the Act.

(d) Application for a development permit for any project within a delineated
earthquake fault zone shall be accompanied by a geologic report prepared by a
geologist registered in the State of California, which is directed to the problem of
potential surface fault displacement through the project site, unless such report is
waived pursuant to Section 2623 of the Act. The required report shall be based on
a geologic investigation designed to identify the location, recency, and nature of
faulting that may have affected the project site in the past and may affect the
project site in the future. The report may be combined with other geological or
geotechnical reports.

(e) A geologist registered in the State of California, within or retained by each lead
agency, shall evaluate the geologic reports required herein and advise the lead
agency.

() One (1) copy of all such geologic reports shall be filed with the State Geologist
by the lead agency within thirty (30) days following the report’'s acceptance. The
State Geologist shall place such reports on open file.

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 2621.5, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections
2621.5, 2622, 2623, and 2625(c), Public Resources Code.

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 23, 1973; REVISED JULY 1, 1974, AND JUNE 26, 1975.
CODIFIED IN CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS JANUARY 31, 1979;
REVISED OCTOBER 18, 1984, JANUARY 5, 1996, AND APRIL 1, 1997.
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APPENDIX C: THE CALIFORNIA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY’S
FAULT EVALUATION AND ZONING PROGRAM

C.1 Fault Evaluation and Zoning Program

The Fault Evaluation and Zoning Program was initiated in early 1976 for the
purpose of evaluating those “other faults” identified in the Act as “sufficiently active and
well-defined” (see definitions below) after it was recognized that effective future zoning
could not rely solely on the limited fault data of others. Justification of this program is
discussed in more detail in Special Publication 47 of the Division of Mines and Geology
(1976; also see Hart, 1978).

The program originally was scheduled over a 10-year period. The state was
divided into 10 regions or work areas, with one region scheduled for evaluation each year.
However, the work in some regions was extended because of heavy workloads. Fault
evaluation work includes interpretation of aerial photographs and limited field mapping, as
well as the use of other geologists’ works. A list of faults to be evaluated in a target region
was prepared and priorities assigned. The list included potentially active faults not yet
zoned, as well as previously zoned faults or fault-segments that warranted zone revisions
(change or deletion). Faults also were evaluated in areas outside of scheduled regions,
as the need arose (e.g., to map fault rupture immediately after an earthquake). The fault
evaluation work was completed in early 1991. The work is summarized for each region in
Open-File Reports (OFR) 77-8, 78-10, 79-10, 81-3, 83-10, 84-52, 86-3, 88-1, 89-16, and
91-9.

For each fault evaluated by CGS since 1976 a Fault Evaluation Report (FER) has
been prepared, summarizing data on the location, recency of activity, sense and
magnitude of displacement, and providing recommendations for or against zoning. FERs
that resulted in Earthquake Fault Zones (EFZ) are available through the Information
warehouse on the CGS web page (http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/
informationwarehouse/). FERSs that did not recommend EFZs be delineated are available
from CGS by request.

Faults zoned since 1976 are considered to meet the criteria of “sufficiently active
and well-defined” (see Definitions below). Many other faults do not appear to meet the
criteria and have not been zoned. It is important to note that it is sometimes difficult to
distinguish between slightly active faults and inactive ones, because the surface features
formed as a result of minor, infrequent rupture are easily obliterated by geologic
processes (erosion, sedimentation, mass wasting) or human activities. Even large scale
fault-rupture can be obscured in complex geologic terranes or high-energy environments.
Recent fault-rupture is challenging to detect where it is distributed as numerous breaks or
warps in broad zones of deformation. As a consequence of these problems, it is not
possible to identify and zone all active faults in California. For the most part, rupture on
faults not identified as active is expected to be minor.

Under the AP Act (Sec. 2622), the State Geologist has an on-going responsibility to
review “new geologic and seismic data” in order to revise EFZ and to delineate new zones
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“when warranted by new information.” Much of this new information comes to the State
Geologist through fault investigation reports triggered as a result of existing EFZs, but also
from fault investigations conducted where zones have not been delineated. These
investigation reports are used to update existing zones as well as prepare new EFZs.
They have also been used to file waivers and are often sought by project geologists when
designing site-specific fault investigations. In accordance with the policies and Criteria of
the State Mining and Geology Board (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 2,
Section 3603(f)), these reports are available on the CGS website:
(https://spatialservices.conservation.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/CGS).

C.2 Fault Zoning Criteria

A major objective of CGS’s continuing Fault Evaluation and Zoning Program is to
evaluate the hundreds of remaining potentially active faults in California for zoning
consideration. However, it became apparent as the program progressed that there are so
many potentially active (i.e., Quaternary) faults in the state (Jennings, 1975) that it would
be meaningless to zone all of them. In late 1975, the State Geologist made a policy
decision to zone only those potentially active faults that have a relatively high potential for
ground rupture. To facilitate this, the terms “sufficiently active” and “well-defined,” from
Section 2622 of the Act, were defined for application in zoning faults other than the four
named in the Act. These two terms constitute the present criteria used by the State
Geologist in determining if a given fault should be zoned under the Alquist-Priolo Act.

Sufficiently active. A fault is deemed sufficiently active if there is evidence of
Holocene surface displacement along one or more of its segments or branches. Holocene
surface displacement may be directly observable or inferred; it need not be present
everywhere along a fault to qualify that fault for zoning.

Well-defined. A fault is considered well-defined if its trace is clearly detectable by a
trained geologist as a physical feature at or just below the ground surface. The fault may
be identified by direct observation or by indirect methods (e.g., geomorphic evidence or
geophysical techniques). The critical consideration is that the fault, or some part of it, can
be located in the field with sufficient precision and confidence to indicate that the required
site-specific investigations would meet with some success.

Determining if a fault is sufficiently active and well-defined is sometimes a matter of
experienced judgment. However, these definitions provide standard, workable guidelines
for establishing Earthquake Fault Zones under the Act.

The evaluation of faults for zoning purposes is done with the realization that not all
active faults can be identified as active. Furthermore, certain faults considered to be
active at depth, because of known seismic activity, are so poorly defined at the surface
that zoning becomes too uncertain. Although the map explanation indicates that
“potentially active” (i.e., Quaternary) faults are identified and zoned (with exceptions) on
the Official Maps of Earthquake Fault Zones until 1988, this is basically true only for those
maps issued July 1, 1974 and January 1, 1976. Even so, all of the principal faults zoned
in 1974 and 1976 were active during Holocene time, if not historically. Beginning with the
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maps of January 1, 1977, all faults zoned meet the criteria of “sufficiently active and well-
defined.”

C.3 Delineating the Earthquake Fault Zones

Earthquake Fault Zones are delineated on U.S. Geological Survey topographic
base maps at a scale of 1:24,000 (1 inch equals 2,000 feet). On older Earthquake Fault
Zone maps, the zone boundaries are straight-line segments defined by turning points.
Most of the turning points were intended to coincide with locatable features on the ground
(e.g., bench marks, roads, streams). Neither the turning points nor the connecting zone
boundaries have been surveyed to verify their mapped locations. EFZ maps prepared as
of 2012 or later, and those revised/combined with Seismic Hazard Zone Maps, do not
portray turning points. This change was made because the GIS data that serve as the
official zone maps and modern GPS technology has made the need to locate cultural
features in the field to identify zone boundaries obsolete.

Locations of Earthquake Fault Zone boundaries are controlled by the position of
fault traces shown on the Official Maps of Earthquake Fault Zones. With few exceptions,
the faults shown on the 1974 and 1976 Earthquake Fault Zones maps were not field-
checked during the compilation of these maps. However, nearly all faults zoned since
January 1, 1977 have been evaluated in the field or on aerial photographs to verify that
they do meet the criteria of being sufficiently active and well defined.

Zone boundaries on early maps were positioned about 660 feet (200 meters) away
from the fault traces to accommodate imprecise locations of the faults and possible
existence of active branches. The policy since 1977 is to position the EFZ boundary
about 500 feet (150 meters) away from major active faults and about 200 to 300 feet (60
to 90 meters) away from well-defined, minor faults. Exceptions to this policy exist where
faults are locally complex or where faults are not vertical.

C.4 Products of the A-P Program

Reports listed in this Appendix that are publications of the California Geological
Survey are available from the California Geological Survey website:
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/publications/Pages/index.aspx

For more information on the A-P Program at CGS please go to the CGS website:
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/rghm/ap/Pages/Index.aspx

Earthquake Fault Zone Maps are available as GIS Shapefiles or GeoPDF files and
Fault Evaluation Reports are available as PDF files, all downloadable from the CGS
Information Warehouse:

http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/

Earthquake Fault Zones are available as web-based services that can be viewed
on your GIS platform or in Google Earth from the following URL.:

https://spatialservices.conservation.ca.gov/arcqis/rest/services/CGS Earthquake H
azard _Zones
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and associated metadata can be found at;
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cqgs/metadata/SHP Fault Zones.html

The CGS web application that allows one to determine if a parcel lies within
Earthquake Fault Zones or Seismic Hazard Zones can be found here:
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/

Fault Investigation Reports prepared by project geologists can be found at:
https://spatialservices.conservation.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/CGS
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APPENDIX D: MODEL ORDINANCE AND EXAMPLES OF LEAD
AGENCY IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ALQUIST-PRIOLO
EARTHQUAKE FAULT ZONING ACT

Appendix D contains examples of approaches to implementation of the A-P Act by
some lead agencies in California as links to the jurisdiction’s websites. The examples in
this Appendix are intended to assist other lead agencies in developing or updating their
safety elements, ordinances, policies, and other documents to better implement the A-P
Act within their jurisdictions. This is not an exhaustive compilation but simply the results
from an internet search of lead agencies known to have earthquake fault zones within
their jurisdictions. These links were last tested in December, 2017.

California State Agencies

The California Department of General Services, Division of the State Architect, has
been responsible for overseeing school construction in California since the 1933 Long
Beach earthquake, which destroyed or severely damaged many school buildings in Los
Angeles and Orange counties. The provisions for addressing fault rupture hazards are
found in the California Administrative Code 2016, Group 1 Safety of Construction of Public
Schools, Article 3 Approval of Drawings and Specifications, 4-1317 Plans, specifications,
calculations and other data, (e) Site Data.

https://up.codes/viewer/california/ca-administrative-code-2016/chapter/group 1/safety-of-
construction-of-public-schools#4-317

California Counties
Alameda County:

Safety Element; see Chapter 1: Natural Hazards.
https://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/generalplans/documents/SafetyElementAmendmentFi

nal.pdf

Municipal Code, Chapter 15.36; see Section 15.36.240 — Preliminary grading plans,
and Section 15.36.320 — Geotechnical/geologic investigation required.
https://library.municode.com/ca/alameda_county/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=TIT1
5BUCO CH15.36GRERSECO ARTVPERE

Alpine County:

Safety Element; see Section B — Seismic, page 44.
http://www.alpinecountyca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/51
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Butte County:

Health and Safety Element; see Section Ill — Seismic and Geologic Hazards, page
299.
http://www.buttegeneralplan.net/products/2012-11-
06 GPA ZO Adopted/General Plan Seperate Chapters/11 Health Safety PRR.pdf

Butte County Code; see Section 20-255 — Filing and processing.
https://library.municode.com/ca/butte county/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=CH20S
U ARTXESREVETEMARESU 20-255FIPR

Contra Costa County:

Safety Element; see page 10-7.
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/30920

Contra Costa County Code; see Section 92-4.035 - Geologic hazard or potentially
hazardous soil conditions.
https://library.municode.com/ca/contra_costa county/codes/ordinance code?nodeld=TIT9
SU DIV92GEPR CH92-4DE 92-4.035GEHAPOHASOCO

Humboldt County:

Safety Element, see page 14-2.
http://www.humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/61990

Title 1ll, Land Use and Development, Division 3, Building Regulations, Chapter 6 —
Geologic Hazards.
http://www.humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/210

Imperial County:

Seismic and Public Safety Element.
http://www.icpds.com/CMS/Media/Seismic-and-Public-Safety-Element.pdf

County of Imperial, California — Codified Ordinances; see Title 9 — Land Use Code
sections 91502.00 - Standards for residential dwelling unit in special studies zones,
91502.01 — Application Requirements, 91502.02 — Approvals, 90803.02 - Tentative map
to conform to rules of planning director, planning commission and the board of
supervisors, 91701.01 - General standards.

https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial county/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=COU
NTY IMPERIAL CALIFORNIACOOR
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Inyo County:

Inyo County Plans, Laws, and Ordinances, see Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Act.
http://inyoplanning.org/plans _laws.htm

Los Angeles County:

Safety Element.
http://planning.lacounty.gov/assets/upl/project/gp web90-safety-element.pdf

Los Angeles County, California — Code of Ordinances; see Title 26 — Building Code
sections 111 — Engineering Geology and Soils Engineering Reports, 112 — Earthquake
Fault Maps, 113 — Earthquake Faults.
https://library.municode.com/CA/los _angeles county/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=
TIT26BUCO CH1AD S111ENGESOENRE

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Manual for Preparation of
Geotechnical Reports.
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/gmed/permits/docs/manual.pdf

Marin County:

Marin Countywide Plan; see Chapter 2 — The Natural Systems and Agriculture
Element, section 2.6 — Environmental Hazards (EH).
https://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/cd/planning/currentplanning/public
ations/county-wide-plan/cwp 2015 update.pdf

Mendocino County:

Health and Safety; see 8-13 — Mendocino County 2008-2010 Phase | Strategic
Plan.
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/home/showdocument?id=11881

Merced County:

Health and Safety Element.
http://web2.co.merced.ca.us/pdfs/planning/generalplan/DraftGP/MCGPU 2030/MCGPU
2030GP Part 11-10 HEALTH SAFETY PRD 2012-11-30.pdf

Mono County:

Safety Element, see Il. Issues/Opportunities/Constraints — Seismic Hazards.
https://www.monocounty.ca.qgov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning division/page/
9617/safety element final 12.08.15.pdf
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Plate 2

Does a fault investigation report meet the minimum requirements of the Alquist — Priolo

Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (A-P Act) in order to be approved by the lead agency?

Definitions for italicized terms can be found
in Section 1 of Special Publication 42.

Is the fault investigation report
prepared by a Professional Geologist
(licensed in the State of California)

Fault investigation report does not comply
with the requirements of the A-P Act.

Yes

Is the fault investigation
“..designed to identify the location,
recency, and nature of faulting that may have affected Fault investigation report does not comply
the project site in the past and may affect the project ' with the requirements of the A-P Act.
site in the future.”?
(CCR Title 14, Division 2, 3603 (d))

Yes

Does the fault investigation report
make recommendations to ensure that no structure Fault investigation report does not comply
for human occupancy shall be permitted to be ' with the requirements of the A-P Act.
placed across the trace of a
Holocene-active fault?

Yes

Has the fault investigation report:
1.) Been reviewed by a Professional
" Geologist (i.e. reviewing geologist) representing
the lead agency
and
2.) Has the reviewing geologist advised the lead
agency that the fault investigation report
addresses the potential for
surface fault rupture
at the project site?

Lead agency must complete items 1 & 2
to comply with the requirements of the A-P Act.

Review comments from reviewing geologist should
be addressed by project geologist before
fault investigation report is approved by lead
agency.

Yes

“ Fault investigation report complies with the minimum

standards required by the A-P Act
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